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I.—Foreion Potitics. 


The Hitavadi of the 28th September has the following on the subject of the 
The Cabul Mission Cabul Mission :— 
; At the last farewell dinner at Simla, Lord 
Lansdowne said ‘it is not likely that the Amir of Afghanistan will be unwilling 
to accept our proposals.’ But whether he be willing or unwilling will 
matter very little to the people of India, for their money will be wasted in 
either case. For if the Amir agrees to the proposals of Government, the 
amount of his allowance will have to be increased, and if he refuses to accept 
them, troubles will arise, which will cost India a very large sum of money. ‘lhe 
Indian people are in the midst of very bad times just now. Scarcity has become 
chronic among them, and these preparations for sending a mission to Cabul are 
not very auspicious to them. The writer has never liked the idea of this 
mission, for he knows that it will lead to useless expenditure without serving 
any useful purpose. It is of course necessary to check the progress of Kussia, 
but has the time come for checking that progress? The English Russophobist 
thinks that Russia cherishes a secret design against India. It may be so, 
but that is not her design now. Her present object is to settle the southern 
boundary of her extensive Asiatic empire, and she is determined to gain that 
object in spite of all difficulties and in spite of all that the Amir can do. If, 
on the other hand, the object of the mission be to settle the difficulties relating 
to the frontier between India and Afghanistan, that object will be gained. 
But the people of India will gain nothing from such settlement. 
2. The Bharat Mitra, of the 28th September, says that it is now patent 
i i to everybody that Russia has secured the friend- 
— : ship of the Amir of Cabul; and considering what 
a friendship exists between France and Russia, it is not improbable that the 
latter, while inciting the Amir on the one hand to rise against the British 
Government, may induce the French Government on the other to cause trouble 
to the British from its possessions in this country. 
3, The Sudhakar of the 29th September says that Sardar Gohar 


tastes Whente sahil Khan has rebelled against the present Khan of 

. Kalat only out of pity for the deposed Khan, who, 
as every impartial man must admit, has been unjustly treated. The charges 
that were brought against the late Khan were almost all unfounded. But he 
has nevertheless been not only deposed, but has also been robbed of his valuable 
necklace, bangles and diamond ring. Itis clear that the Musalman States on the 
frontier will be annexed by the English Government one after another. 

4, The frontier correspondent of the Sanjivani of the 30th September 

shiniaidie tg) Wai writes the following from the Jhob Valley under 

ee ne date the 17th September :-— 

The Mussalmans of Kaffirstan are known as Kaffiri Pathans or Shiaposh 
Yavans. Gohar Khan has issued a proclamation containing verses from the 
Koran, and is trying to incite these Kaffiri Mussalmans against the British 
Government. It is not difficult to incite semi-civilised and hostile Mussalmans 
against the English. News has been received that many persons have joined 
Gohar Khan and promised to fight with the British Government. There are 
nearly nineteen lakhs of Mussalmans in Kaffirstan, and their disaffection cannot 
but be a matter of serious difficulty, The English have so long made light of 
the Kaffirs, but the present excitement among them is so great that if precau- 
tionary measures are not adopted from this time, it is probable that much 
danger will have to be encountered in the end. Gohar Khan’s brother-in-law, 
Nizamuddin, has gone to Candahar, where he has been very res ectfully 
received by the inhabitants. A union of the Kabuli Pathans with the hiaposhi 


Pathans will ageravate the danger of the situation. It is to be hoped that the 
English will bear this in mind. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


). A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 28th September complains 
Panchayets and chaukidars in Of oppression by panchayets at Baganchra, a village 
the district of Nadia. in the district of Nadia. It is rumoured that the 
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anchayets have been misappropriating the proceeds of the chaukidari fund for 
the leat nine or ten pues, and the Deputy Magistrate of Ranaghat has been 
asked to require them to submit an account of the fund. The panchayets do 
not generally give receipts for the tax they collect. They collected in the 
month of Vaisakh last the first instalment of the tax due for the current 
Bengali year, and they had contemplated collecting that tax over again. The 
chaukidars do not at all do their duty of watch, and the people applied 
against them to the District Superintendent of Police, but without effect. 


BaNGANIVASt, 6. The Banganivasi of the 29th September says that in the course of a 

Sept. 2th, 1893. | ear about nine or ten cases of murder have occur- 
Pc gu in the Midnapore yeqd in the Contai sub-division of the Midnapore 
ISTrICU. 


district, and in not one of these cases have the 
police succeeded in tracing the culprits. The following are the facts of two of 
the cases :-— 

(1) One Hayagrib Das Babaji of Bahirimutha pargana in this sub-division, 
who was possessed of considerable property, was murdered by some budmashes 
of the place, who abstracted all the money in the house. Neither the police nor 
the Sub-divisional Officer could trace the culprits. 

(2) One Yudhisthir Charan Giri, owner of a certain portion of the Kamal- 
nayan chak within the jurisdiction of the Bhagawanpur thana, in the month of 
Agrahdéyan last, laid a complaint before the police and in the criminal court to 
the effect that his peon, Hapu Shekh, who had been sent to superintend the 
reaping of crops on his lands had been murdered by the men of the rival zamin- 
dar, Babu Haranarayan Hazra, owner of the remainder of the chak. Warrants 
were, accordingly, issued against Haranarayan Babu and his men, but no one 
was found in the Babu’s house. About a month and a half later, a barrister 
appeared before the Sub-divisional Officer on behalf of the accused, and. sub- 
mitted a petition to the effect that if the persons mentioned in the petition were 
examined, it would be seen that the charge brought by the police against his 
client, on the strength of the statements made by the complainant and his wit- 
nesses, was entirely false. On receiving this petition the Sub-divisional Officer, 
Mr. J. B. Bhattacharyya, released the accused on bail and summoned his 
witnesses. When these witnesses were examined, none but some persons who 
served under the accused or were otherwise under obligations to him, supported 
his statements. But on the strength of this evidence the Sub-divisional Officer 
acquitted and discharged the accused. Babu Haranarayan may be innocent 
of the murder, but when a man has been murdered it is certain that somebody 
has murdered him, and has the police or the Sub-divisional Officer made any 
attempts to discover the real culprit? It is hoped that the Bengal Government 


will send for the papers of this case and depute some officer, other than a local 
officer, to investigate. 
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bahoabenk 7, The Bangavasi of the 30th September has the following— 
Sept. 30th, 1898. ay inn ae perry The intolerable oppressions which are commit- 
the Police Report for 1892.93. ted by the police lead people to think that it is bad 


from top to bottom. ‘The authorities do not of 
course think so; but they do not, nevertheless, consider it absolutely faultless. 


Indeed, the Government Resolution on the Police Report for 1892-93 contains 
the admission that there are many ‘weak points in the present police system, 
and evinces a desire on the part of the authorities to remove them, And there 
can be no doubt that if only the admitted defects of the police system are 
removed, the police will get a better name than what it now enjoys and the 


people will have less reason to fear it than at present. If all that is said 
in reports and resolutions are carried into effect, people will have little cause 
for complaint on the score of the police. 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s sugges 
tions in regard to the police in the Resolution und ise an 
appropriate that it is certain that th Ss ee 
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i @ police will rise i r if the 

' are given effect to. P in popular favou y 
: sort th, ioe 8. The Sanjivani of the 30th September says that the Durga Puja being 
' : Thefts in the Wilobheiness aah Ot thefts have become very rife both in the head- 
| division of the Rangpur district. quarters and in the mufassal parts of the Nilpha- 


;, ; mari sub-division of the Rangpur district, and though 
ie police get information of them, they seldom erg timely investigations. 
ang of up-country budmashes and a gang of Bengali budmashes are roviDg 
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about the sub-division gambling and stealing. The police has been repeatedly 

— of the doings of these two gangs, but it takes no notice of these com- 

plaints. ; ee : 

9. The Kasipur Nivasi of the 30th September says that as a consequence 
of the distress prevailing in the district of Barisal 

dacoity and ruffianism have become rife there. At 


: Karapur, a village lying to the west of Barisal, 
certain Musalmans attacked the house of a washerman and took away a quantity 


of straw. One Gopal Chandra Nag of Kasipur was also assaulted by dacoits. 
Travelling on the Kasipur road is not free from danger. The people of certain 


villages recently applied to Government against these acts of dacoity and rufti- 
anism, but no enquiry has yet been made into the matter. 


Dacoity and ruffianism in the 
district of Barisal. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


10. <A correspondent of the Hitavadi = the oe September says that there 
—? nabad 2Fe at present three Munsifs in the Jahanabad sub- 
seaivaion of the Hooghly dis. division of the Hooghly district, and they are more 
trict. or less clever in keeping their files clear. One of 
them is particularly so, and is doing his work in such a way that it seems that 
he will soon be promoted to a Subordinate Judgeship. 
11. The Bangavasi of the 30th September says that while one Abdul 
Punishment of rioters in Bihar Xahman of Sasseram in Bihar was sentenced only 
and inthe North-Western Pro- toa fine of Rs. 20 for the offence of having, by 
vinces, the distribution of hand-bills among the Muham- 
madans, attempted to incite them against the Hindus, one Lalla Prasad of 
Bareilly was, for a similar offence, sentenced to two years’ rigorous imprison- 
ment. Now, who is to answer for this discrepancy in the punishment of two 
men for the same offence ? 
12, The same paper says that a peon of the Dum-Dum Municipality 


oN having laid a complaint before the Magistrate to the 
Dismissal of a complaint against ¢ffect that, on g oin 9 to serve & summons upon 


oe os eee Lieutenant Phillips, he was beaten and the summons 
torn up, the Magistrate disbelieved the complainant’s story and dismissed the 
case. But will the Magistrate explain what led a petty chaprasi to lodge a false 
complaint _— a Lieutenant ? 
13. The same paper says that the Officiating Lieutenant-Governor is, 
__ no doubt, to be thanked for the mercy he has shown 
The Lieutenant-Governor cri to one of the prisoners in the Backergunge murder 
—— case, whose capital sentence he has been pleased to 
commute into one of transportation for lifé, but it must be said at the same 
time that His Honour did not act rightly in criticising the decision of the High 
Court in the case. 
14. The Dacca Gazette of the ee goad has pene venens gg 
against Babu Prabhat Chandra Chatterji, Roa 
Chatterii Road Coss penn Cess Deputy Collector of Dacca. The p MBoese 
Collector of Dacca. charges usually brought against him are that he 
harrasses parties, pleaders and mukhtars by frequent postponements, and that 
he seldom condescends to speak to the pleaders and mukhtars. Babu Prabhat 
Chandra is a native of Bikrampur and has consequently to decide matters in 


which his relatives and acquaintances are interested. He ought to be transferred 
from Dacca. 


15, The Sulabh Dainik of the 7 rittcag is son that ae Dieiotins 

Lieutenant-Governor has taken into his favourable 

fe in in Pe se wnt “surder consideration the petition submitted by Sir Maharaja 

we Jotindra Mohan and other men of position, and 
saved the lives of two of the culprits in the Backergunge murder case. 

16. A correspondent of the Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 4th 
October says that Mr. Peterson, the District and 
Sessions Judge of Burdwan, is now often found 
absent from court owing to illness. During the last 
month he was able to attend court only four or five days. But as the Sessions 
have now commenced, the frequent absence of the District Judge is a source 


Mr. Peterson, the District and 
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of great inconvenience to jurors, witnesses. and prisoners. Five Sessions cases 
still remain to be disposed of. Under these circumstances, the Judge ought to be 
relieved by some other Judicial officer, and the Government as well as the 
High Court should attend to this matter. 


(d)—Education. 


17. The Hitavadi of the 28th September has the following :— 
The selection of text-books for the University 
Sudden change of University gxqminations has of late been marked by grave 
ee irregularity and impropriety. In the list of text- 
books for the F.A. examination of 1895, which was published in September 
1892, Taylor's conic sections was the text-book on that subject fixed for 
that examination. As soon as the list was published many book-sellers 
brought copies of that book from England, a good many students purchased 
those copies, and the book began to be read in many colleges. But on the 15th 
September 1893, a notice was issued by the University removing that book 
from the list and putting in Babu Asutosh Mukerji’s treatise on conic sections 
in its place. Asu Babu now occupies a ae influential position in the Calcutta 
University. He is a member of the Board of Studies in mathematics, and the 
Lord of the Senate and the Syndicate. And does not the sudden introduction 
of his book as a text-book for the F.A. examination look like a piece of 
jobbery? Self-interest may have blinded him, but how is it that the other 
members of the Board approved of the change? Why commit so much oppres- 
sion on students and their guardians in these hard days? ‘Tiaylor’s book is 
used as a text-book in England and elsewhere, and there would surely have been 
no harm if it had been allowed to be used as a text-book for another year. 
It was in this way that Taylor’s treatise on conic sections and Geikie’s 
book on Physical ? Prrenit were introduced all on a sudden, in supersession 
of the books previously in use, and the students had to suffer pecuniary loss in 
each case. fn the list of text-books for the B.A. examination of 1885, which 
was published in September 1892, Sully’s Psychology was fixed as the 
text-book in Philosophy. But in May last a notice was suddenly issued requir- 
ing all students to read the new and improved edition of the book. When 
this notice was issued, copies of the new edition could not be supplied by the 
book-sellers, and so the students had to stop reading that book for some time. 
Both students and book-sellers lose hanvily whenever text-books are suddenly 
changed in this way. 


18. A correspondent of the Sudhakar of the 29th September says that the 


Sia cai education which Maulavis receive at present in the 

: madrasgas is imperfect owing to their being taught 

nothing of History and Geography. Some will perhaps contend that the study. 
of Arabic and Persian is sufficient to take up the entire energy of the students 
of the madrassas, and they could not therefore be required to study these 
additional subjects without prejudice to their other studies. But the correspon- 
dent, who was himself a student of a madrassa, cannot admit that it is 
impossible for the students of a madrassa to study those additional subjects, 
seeing that they can find time to commit to memory poems which are not 
included among their text-books. Again, some of the poetical readers read 
in the madrassa, such as ‘“ Sube-Moallaka,” “ Mutnubbi,” ‘“Naf-hatul Iman” 


and ‘* Mokamat Hariri ” contain grossly objectionable passages, and should 
make room for historical readers. I¢ they are at all to be read, the objection- 
able passages should be expunged. 


19. A correspondent of the Saraswat Patra of the 30th September draws 


attention to the case of Babu Rashbihari Mukerj!, 

, Seer and old author of school the well-known jiRdanies ot Tiulinten os d the 
: author of some Bengali school books. He isnow 4 

very old man and in great distress. His school books formerly commanded a sale, 
and his income from that source was supplemented by donations made to him by 
wealthy native gentlemen in recognition of his labours and self-sacrifice in the 


cause of social reform. But both th incom w failed 
; . ese sources of i failed. 
Two of his books ncome have no 


have indeed been approved by the Central ‘l'ext-book Com- 
mittee, but they have not yet been included rf the list of text-books by either 
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the Director of Public Instruction or the Inspector of Schools, Eastern Circle. 
And as he cannot, owing to age and infirmity, pay visits to the wealthy, he . no 
longer receives any pecuniary help from them. He was already in debt, and 
the expenses incurred by him in bringing out a new edition of the two books 
which have been approved by the Central Text-book Committee have increased 
his liabilities. The present distress in East Bengal has also added to his diffi- 
culties. The writer hopes that the Inspector of Schools, Eastern Circle, will 
see his way to help this cc | old and deserving man by introducing his books 
in the schools of East Bengal. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. ‘The Banganivasi of the 29th September has the following :— 
A powerful agitation is now going on among 
A proposed act of sacrilege by the Hindu residents of Calcutta, and many pious 
ee and devout Hindus are in great anxiety and share. 
The following notice is being distributed in the town:— 


“Om. Salutation to Sri Sri Siva. In the name of dharma! Inthe name 
of the guru!! In the name of the religious!!! 

‘A humble representation to every Hindu.— 

The public are hereby informed that four years ago, at the time of repair- 
ing the Nimtala Burning Ghat in Calcutta, an image of Mahadev was found 
under the ground. At that time some Government officers, acting in concert 
with four to five hundred Hindus, set up the image at that place, and it is 
worshipped every day. It is now said that the officers of the Municipality are 
about to remove the image and set up a hydrant on that spot. Our prayer is 
that every devout Hindu should do his best to protect the image. 

‘‘ Representatives of all devout people and servants of Bhava (Siva)— 

‘Sri Sivachandra Samanta, Sri Bijay Krishna Datta, Sri Phanindra Nath De. 
Saturday, the 8th Aswin, 1300 B.S. No. 158-1, Aheeree Tola Street, Calcutta.” 

It is difficult to see why the officers of the Calcutta Municipality have thus 
taken upon themselves to causelessly wound Hindu feeling and create dissatisfac- 
tion among the ignorant masses. The sastras prohibit the removal of the lingam 
of Mahadev, and if the image at the Nimtala Ghat is removed from its present 
site, great violence will be done to the feelings of all devout and peaceful Pindes, 
who will in their mental agony heave deep sighs of grief, and it is not unlikely 
that the act may lead the ignorant and illiterate masses to commit a breach of 
the peace. It would not matter much if the proposed hydrant were set up a 
few feet away from the spot chosen for it. The writer hopes that the Muni- 
cipality will proceed with caution in this matter, and not needlessly create 
difficulties. 


21. A correspondent of the Sudhakar of the 29th September does not 
Pog ork mn spon sores what ae ae is grace vgs of the 
_ 4tindu and Musalman butchers Fioo Municipality has issued a notice requirin 
ee the ie Hl of beef stalls to sell beef under pee 
And if there is any law empowering municipalities to issue such a notice, the 
notice in question should not have been issued when the keepers of beef-stalls in 
Hooghly have been so long allowed to expose their beef to the public view. 
The object of this notice is surely to bring about a quarrel between the Hindus 
and Musalmans and to wound the feelings of the latter. The Government is 
therefore requested to direct the withdrawal of this notice. It is also unjust 
that the Musalman sellers of beef in the Municipality should be required to pay 
a slaughter-house tax when the Hindu sellers of goat’s flesh are required to pay 
no such tax. 


22. A correspondent of the Som Prakash of the 1st October complains of 

the extremely miserable condition of the drains at 

aes insanitary condition of cer- Chakraber and other places near Bhawanipur, Cal- 
a cutta. ‘There are, moreover, in these places, a num- 
ber of small foul tanks which may be regarded as hotbeds of malaria. The 
Commissioners of the Municipality, who show so much anxiety in securing votes 
before election, do not do their work properly after it. It looks as if there is no- 
body to look after the sanitation of these places, situated so near Calcutta. 
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93. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 2nd October has the follow. 


ing :— 

Threatened increase of munici- 5 Under the new Fire Brigade Act, the Calcutta 
ee Municipality will have to contribute Rs. 30,000 
towards the maintenance of the Fire Brigade. The Chairman of the Munici- 
pality therefore contemplates adding 3 percent. to the rates, raising the total 
of taxation to 20 per cent. of the annual valuation. The writer had expected 
such a result from the agitation of the European merchants for an amendment 
of the Fire Brigade Act. The poor rate-payers of the town cannot pay the 
rates already existing, and they must pay more ! ‘The kite that has pounced 
down never rises without taking at least a straw in its talon. 

24. <A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan of the 38rd October says that 
in contravention of the municipal law, a Commis- 

A Municipal Commissioner vio- sioner of the Vishnupur Municipality has opened a 
lating the Municipal Jaw. ‘ : ; 

tanning establishment in the town. 
25. The Banganivasi of the 29th September says that detectives have 
been employed to find out how the papers in con- 

Enquiry into the publication of yeetion with the Balasore case, which were published 
official secrets by the Banganivust. ' ° - 

in this paper, came into the hands of its managers, 
The other day a clerk of the Board of Revenue questioned an employé of this 
press regarding this matter. But the people who are evincing so much curiosit 
in the matter might have to a great extent succeeded in their purpose if they 
had written direct to the editor, instead of adopting such a circuitous course. 
The authorities enquired at the High Court how the Secretary of State’s 
despatch came into the hands of the manager of this paper, but the High Court 
laid the whole blame on the shoulders of the Bengal Government. The writer 
defies the authorities to find out the truth in the matter. 
26. Tho same paper says that if it be true that the police of the 
| _ North-Western Provinces has been vested with the 
oan os of the Gorakshant Hower of dispersing a meeting of any Gorakshani 
Sabha at which more than five persons shall be 
present, then a step has been taken by the authorities more unjust and unreasona- 
ble than any taken by them before, and disturbances will consequently become 
more frequent in the country than they have hitherto been. After this step 
taken by the Government, one really feelsinclined to doubt whether one is living 
under British rule. Are the authorities determined to bring about a disaster by 
wounding the religious feelings of pious people and of the masses? The writer 1s 
unable to understand Government’s motive in thus exciting a loyal and_peace- 
loving people. 
27. ‘lke same paper says that the treasurer of the Nowgong treasury in 
aos Assam, who was charged some time ago with embez- 
PR Rasagciiy # ot Patage a re- zlement, but was acquitted by the Sessions Judge, 
having applied to the Deputy Commissioner of the 
district for restoration to office, the Deputy Commissioner replied that he should 
not be restored to office, because, in his opinion, the Sessions Judge had acted un- 
justly in acquitting him. Now, has not the Deputy Commissioner in thus criticising 
the action of the Sessions Judge made himself liable to the charge of violating the 
order of the Secretary of State strictly prohibiting the executive from making 
ae! reflections on the decisions of the law courts? It is hoped that Government 
will enquire whether the Deputy Commissioner really made any such remarks, 
and punish ‘him if he did so. 
283. The same paper says that since the corruptions which prevailed in 
Corruption in aGovernment Press, tHe press attached to the Military Department of the 
_ Government of India were exposed in the Banganivasi, 
heaps of papers showing the execution of private jobs in that press have 
been burnt, and all matter standing in type for such work has been broken up. 
The writer can produce Mr. Lefranc’s orders in his own handwriting for 
printing a private job in the press. The following is one of these orders :— 
‘Jogessur—Please have 50 copies of the school lesson slips printed off 
to-day and make them over to Mr. C. D. Madge before he leaves the office. 
I will not attend to-day.” | 
“ If any native officer is even suspected of any corruption, he is immediately 
ismissed, but no steps have ever been taken to check the almost open corruption 
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of the European officers in the Government press. It is hoped, however, that 


the authorities will take proper steps to prevent any employé of the press getting 
any private matter printed there free of cost. 


29. The Samay of the 29th September refers to the questions put to the 
Gaya Gorakshani Shaba by Mr. Macpherson, 
Magistrate of the district, and remarks as follows :— 


Though many of these questions are objectionable and insulting to the Sabha, 
still the Magistrate deserves thanks for the way in which he has sought to obtain 
the information he wants. His method has this advantage that it will elicit all the 
information he requires without subjecting anybody tooppression of any kind. 
Government is pursuing a mistaken policy in oppressing the Gorakshani sabhas. 
The writer is sure these sabhas never committed any mischief anywhere. 


30. The same paper has the following :— , 

| As a reward for their services to Govern- 
oa Actin the Mirzapur ment during the Sepoy Mutiny, the people of the 
sn Mirzapur district, in the North-Western Provinces, 
had been solong exempted from the operation of the Arms Act; but orders 
have now been issued for taking away from them all their arms. In consequence 
of this order, even guns, which have become unfitfor use and are kept only for 
show on ceremonial occasions, are being taken away from respectable people. 
Does not this act of Government go to prove its own weakness? Is Government 

really so afraid to see arms in the possession of the natives of this country ? 


31. The Sanjivant of the 30th September reads alarming indications in 
i the fact that Mr. LeMesurier has been sent to Bihar 
Deputation of officials to Patna. +, allay the cow-slaughter quarrels. Mr. Judge, 
District Superintendent of Police, Desiadlion: has been suddenly transferred to 
Patna, and Mr. Henry, Inspector-General of Police, has himeelf gone to Patna 
under orders from Government. Trouble seems imminent in Patna, and the 
authorities are taking timely precautions. And well may the authorities expect 
trouble in Patna, for the district did not remain idle during the Mutiny, but 
made preparations for a rising against the Government, and would have risen 
but for the vigorous steps taken by Mr. Tayler, then Commissioner of the division ; 
and on the occasion of the Wahibi insurrection at Sutna, the Musalmans of 
Patna were known to have helped the rebels with men and money. The action 
of Government clearly indicates that it expects violent quarrels between Hindus 
and Musalmans in Bihar. 


32. The same paper cannot say under what authority Mr. Macpherson, 

_ Magistrate of Gaya, is collecting information 

+ tae and the Gorakshaxt yeoarding the Gorakshani Sabhas in his district. But 

the questions he has addressed to the sabhas them- 
selves contain an inkling of the motive with which they have been addressed, 


The Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Western Provinces holds the 
Gorakshant Sabhas responsible for the cow-slaughter quarrels, and it is not known 
whether His Honour holds the Congress too guilty in thisconnection. It appears 
from Mr. Macpherson’s questions to the sabhas that he too suspects them. But 
itis not known whether the Bengal Government itself holds the same view, 
though, considering the instructions given to Mr. LeMesurier to enquire into 
the conduct of the zamindars and talukdars in connection with the quarrels, 
Sir Antony MacDonnell would seem inclined to hold the same view of the origin 
of the quarrels as Sir Charles Crosthwaite, 


33. The Bangavasi of the 30th September hopes that the Gorakshani 

is ieee ack tn han Sabhas in the Gaya district will fearlessly answer 

ehead Gables "the questions sent to them by the Magistrate, and 

observes that the people should do their own duty 
without minding how the rulers do theirs. 


34. The Sulabh Dainik of the 2nd October has heard, but is unable to 
believe, that Mr. Westmacott has, for some offence 
on the part of his peshkar, ordered Rs. 20 to be 
deducted from his salary every month until further orders. The fine is so 
heavy that it is difficult to believe that it has been imposed. The writer is 
astounded to hear of this punishment. 


The Gorakshant Sabha enquiry. 


Mr. Westmacott. 
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35. The Sulabh Dainik of the 3rd October refers to the alleged acts of 
injustice and oppression committed by Sir Charles 
Crosthwaite and his officials, on the Hindus in the 
North-Western Provinces in connection with the recent cow-killing disturbances, 
and makes the following remarks :— 

It has become indispensable to appoint a commission to enquire into the 
matter. Everybody with the exception of Sir Charles Crosthwaite is in favour 
of a commission. Sir Charles is dead opposed to it, and that is the reason why 
a commission should be appointed. Sir Charles himself is being accused of 
oppressing the Hindus. He is therefore an asami; and did Government ever let 
off an asami simply because he wished to be let off? His Honour is opposed 
to a commission because he fears that its appointment will lead to the exposure 
of all his acts of injustice and oppression. If he had not been conscious of guilt 
he would not have opposed the proposal of appointing a commission. Sin 
flourishes best in darkness and dreads the light of day. Sir Charles’ fears and 
misgivings are an additional reason why the matter should be enquired into by 
& commission. 


A riot commission. 


ILI.—LEGISLATIVR. 


36. The Bangavasi of the 30th September says that one Sheikh Bhulan of 
Alipore, in the 24-Parganas, having instituted a suit 
under the Consent Act against his son-in-law, the 
Magistrate wanted to ascertain the age of the girl-wife by medical examination, 
But were not the people assured at the time of the passing of the Act that in 
cases under it it would not be necessary to ascertain age by such examination ? 
Was the assurance intended to be only a hoax? 


The operation of the Consent Act. 


IV.—NATIVE STATES. 


87. The Bangavasi of the 30th September says that Government has acted 
ina manner befitting its high position by sending 
Mr. Wyllie to take the place of Babu Nandakishor 
Das, who was trying to put down the Keonjur rebels by force, with instructions 
to quell the rebellion in that State by the adoption of skilful measures. 


The Keonjhur affair. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THF PEOPLE, 


88. The Bangavasi of the 30th September says that in his resolution on 
the floods and scarcity, the Officiating Lieutenant- 
Governor does not admit the existence of severe 
scarcity in any part of the province. But will His 
Honour kindly explain why, if there is no severe scarcity, are the authorities 
and zamindars of Dacca exerting themselves so much to relieve distress ? 

39. ‘The same paper mye that Mr. Luttman Johnson, Commissioner of the 

acca Division, did not approve of the proposal of 
the Dacca District Board to spend five thousand 
rupees for the relief of distress, and has sanctioned 
an expenditure of —7 two thousand rupees for the purpose; that is to say, one 
thousand rupees for the Munshigan} sub-division and one thousand for Manik- 
ganj. It cannot of course be said how many rupees will fall to each village 
as its share of this allotment, and this action of the Commissioner shows the 
sort of Age we the authorities feel for their subjects. The people, however, 
cannot, it should be noted, entertain much respect for their rulers if they do 
not sympathise with them in their distresses. 

According to the Dacca Gazette, provision has been made for the distressed 
labourers in Dacca town by opening relief works in Lalbagh. But what pro- 
vision has been made for the distressed middle class people in the town and 
for the distressed people in the mufassal? The writer will also be glad to know 
from what fund the expenses of the Lalbagh relief works will be paid. 

40. ‘I'he same paper has the following :— 


intense te Back ened, A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, who 
made a tour through the distressed places in Dacca 
and Backergunge, says that one day a woman from Tepra came to him and told 
him that the children of Jheman Ali Sheikh of that vil age had swooned away 


The Government Resolution on 
floods and scarcity. 


Relief of distress in the Dacca 
Division. 
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in hunger and were on the point of death. The woman was told to send 
Jheman Ali to the correspondent. Jheman Ali, accordingly, came. He was 
suffering from fever and enlargement of the spleen, and was quite emaciated. 
He fell down crying at the correspondent’s feet, and told him that for two 
months he and his family had been living on bhadail, kachu, jambura, with 
occasionally a handful of rice or ‘hud, and that his children had swooned awa 
in hunger. Now, it is exceedingly likely that if Jheman Ali dies, his death will 
be attributed by the authorities to fever. But how will they account for the 
death of the children if they happen to die of stavation? 
41. Acorrespondent of the Saraswat Patra of the 30th September says 
: — the that the distress in Bikrampur in the Dacca district 
Dacca district. wrap ™ ** is growing worse every day. A large number of 
poor people are getting a meal of rice at intervals 
of one or two days. The worst off are the poor dhadra families, who, having 
already spent all their money and pawned all their household utensils, are 
actually starving. The difficulty with these people is that though reduced to 
such straits, they cannot go out begging or live on roots and plants like low- 
class people. ‘lhe only way of helping these people is to give them relief ina 
private manner, and if they are not helped in this way, a large number of 
people will die of starvation. 
Peng Peay kein Ue 42. The same paper has a poem communi- 
end a soees Ned a correspondent on the distress in East 
engal. 
43. The Sanjivani of the 30th September says that only a fraction of the 
‘ sii able okies” ae distress which prevails in the province has been 
"gaa brought to the notice of Government by the Com- 
missioners and district officers, who have suppressed 
most part of the truth. But Government will not spend any money from 
the public treasury for the relief of even the small fraction of the distress which 
has been brought to its notice, but has thrown the burden on the zamindars and 
the District Boards. Why then was the famine fund established ? 
44. The Dacca Prakash of the 1st October says that through the favour of 
ar a Mr. Lee, Magistrate of Dacca, the Dacca District 
jisaa . CttS:*~CS”~C*é«Bac._ has sanctioned RRs. 1,200 for famine relief. 
Out of thissum, men, women and boys doing road 
work or doing any other work that will be found for them, and working a 
certain number of Bee daily, will be paid at the rates fixed in the Famine Code. 
But those who can do manual labour without incurring social odium can sell 
their labour at higher rates elsewhere, and will not take such relief. It is the 
respectable poor of both sexes who can never submit to manual labour, and 
whose lives have been jeopardised in the present distress, that need protection. 
If their lives are to be saved, they should be sought out in the villages and 
relieved of their wants. 
45. The same paper has the following :— 
i a The reports on the subject of distress in East 
in East Bengal. Bengal submitted by the Commissioners of the 
Dacca and Chittagong divisions, together with 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s resolution thereon, which were published in the last 
issue of the Calcutta Gazette constitute a strange production. The Commissioner 
of Chittagong has committed a grave sin by ignoring the existence of distress 
in the districts of Tippera and Noakhali. But the Commissioner of Dacca has 
not only committed a similar sin, but made some very interesting remarks 
besides. He has ignored the existence of distress in the district of Mymensingh, 
and he says that out of the total population of the three districts of Dacca, 
Faridpur and Backergunge, only some 40,000 people, living in low lands, are 
likely to suffer from distress, that is to say, distress is likely to be felt by some 
40,000 people out of a population of 60 lakhs. This is certainly very interesting 
information. But what follows is still more interesting. According to the 
Commissioner, though the aus crop has failed in the district of Dacca, there has 
been so large a crop of fish that the people are not likely to feel any distress. 
The monstrous argument that fish can do duty for rice may pass unchallenged 
in Europe, but will never be appreciated in this country. Moreover, it is not a 
tact that fish has grown in abundance. The Commissioner apparently knows 
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only two classes of Hindus, the fish-eaters and the Chandals; for he says in his 
report that in consequence of the growth of fish the fish-eating classes will not 
suffer any distress which will be felt only by Christians, Musalmans and Chandals, 
About three months ago the writer made the statement that in the Nawabganj 
sub-division two Christians, two Musalmans and one Chandal had committed 
suicide in consequence of the distress, and that now that a Christian had died, 
Government would not be able to keep itself indifferent in the matter, Hig 
rediction has been fulfilled, for he finds the Government resolution dwellin 

er on the distress among the Christians in East Bengal, though they form 
but an insignificant fraction of the entire population of the country. 

To write a resolution for an insignificant portion of a population is an 


act bespeaking partiality on the part of Government on behalf of people of 
its own creed. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 46. The same paper has received a letter reporting severe distress at 
Oct. 1st, 1993, ‘ientisin ih Mnaiets es te the Gosaen’s Hat within the Jailpur thana in the Farid- 
peer eects tr ama pur district. A good many people are dying of 


starvation at that place. 
47. A correspondent of the same paper writing from Nawabganj says that 
Sistoien th thea Masideened China the District Superintendent of Police paid a visit to 
in the Dacca district. Nawabganj on the 15th September last. He in- 


spected the annasatra at that place, which has been 
opened by Babu Radhanath Saha, and saw some 1,100 distressed people taking 


their food in it. On being asked by the saheb as to why they do not work for 
their bread, some of the famished people said that the country being covered 
with water, no work could be had. People from Munsiganj, Srinagar, Manikgan} 
and other thanas take this food at this satra, and people belonging to many of 


the low castes, such as Sahas, Chandals, Bhumalis, Jeles, &c., eat together, and 
even in the company of Musalmans. 


Dacca PRAKASH. 
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Dacca PRAKASH. 48. A correspondent of the same paper says that the condition of the 
D; — village Dhamrai is deplorable in the extreme at the 

istress at Dhamrai in the 
Dacca district. present moment. A few days ago ayoung man of 


this place, Bandhu Sutradhar by name, who had 
been ailing for some time, committed suicide in order to escape the reproaches 


of a starving family. Unless relieved of their distress, a good many people will 
take the same course. Rich people are asked to give aid to the distressed. 

Dacca Gazette, 49. The Dacca Gazette of the 2nd October publishes communications 

Oct. 2nd, 1893. The distress in the Dacca from Parjoar and Bikrampur in the Dacca district 
Division. aud Barisal. The letter from Parjoar complains 
of severe distress in the place and want of relief; the letter from Bikrampur 
speaks highly of the charities opened by some rich people of Bhagyakul; and 
the Barisal letter complains of distress in the Backergunge district, and speaks 
highly of Mr. Agasti’s exertions for relief of distress, and regrets that he will 
have to leave the district soon, as Mr. Savage is returning from leave. 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


CHARUVARTA, 50. The Charuvaria of the 18th and 25th September has the following :— 
_ aa Effects of jute cultivation. There was a time, and that is not very long 


ago, when jute leaves, required for medicinal pu'- 
poses, had to be procured after laborious search; but the jute plant is now to 


be seen in every village and on every roadside. Its high price attracted the 
cultivators to an extensive cultivation of the plant, and now they devote 
almost all their aus lands and even their dawar lands (silted river channels) and 
pasture lands to it ‘The consequence of this has been a diminished production 
of rice and a rapid rise of its price, so that jute and rice now sell at the same 
price. Formerly the aus crop used to feed the cultivator and his family from 
the month of Sravan to the month of Agrahayan. But now it hardly suffices 
for even the month of Sravan; and the cultivator has no alternative but to live 
four months of the year by purchasing rice at the high price at which it sells 
now-a-days, and this drains out all the money he makes by selling jute. The 
increased cultivation of jute has, by increasing the price of rice, placed the 


middle class people, who do not cultivate for themselves, in very straitene 
circumstances, 
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Jute is impoverishing the people by making food-grains dear, and the 
many articles manufactured from jute and imported into this country are also 
draining out their money. 

Jute cultivation has told severely on the health of the people. For nearly 
all reservoirs of water in the mufassal are now used for steeping jute and there- 
by become unfit for human use, and being used generate malarious fever, cholera 
and other devastating diseases. 

61. The Bharat Mitra of the 21st September says that if Sir Charles 

€ the cow-slauchter cr Sthwaite’s view of the origin of the cow-slaughter 

a : sigue riots had been correct, the differences between the 

. } Hindus and Musalmans of Bombay could not have 

been so soon made up. The fact is that the riots were brought about not by the 

gorakshant sabhas, but by want of tact on the part of the authorities in manag- 
ing the two peoples. 

52. The Pratikar of the 22nd September says that considering how 

Renelettien of Minka shetnes, debottar properties attached to Hindu public shrines 
are being now-a-days diverted from their real 
object, and are being wasted in licentiousness, debauchery and unnecessary 
litigation, it behoves the Hindu community to take timely measures for their 
preservation. It will not do to ask Government to pass a law on this subject, 
for the present rulers of India being aliens and fore‘gners will not be able to 
enter into the spirit of the Hindu religion. Besides, a law passed by Govern- 
ment will be administered by its own officers, and they will surely frustrate 
the object for which dedottar properties have been created. | 

53. The Burdwan Sanjwani of the 26th September has the following — 

Whatis Goverrment doing to put down fraudu- 
lent recruitment of coolies, examples of which are 
being daily reported in the native Lt pl The punishment of the offenders 
whenever detected has not so far tended to check the practice, which is largely 
resorted to by recruiters in the districts of Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura and 
Purulia, which send coolies to the gardens in large numbers. It is therefore 
clear that oppression by the arkatis will not be put down unless the system of 
cooly emigration itself is abolished. Government has changed the cooly law 
from time to time with a view of preventing the oppression of coolies. But as 
these measures have not produced the desired effect, it behoves it to abolish 
this reprehensible traffic in human beings altogether. It is true English tea- 
planters will suffer pecuniary loss from its abolition, but that is no reason why a 
practice so objectionable in principle should be retained. 

54. The Sahachar of the 27th September gives the Englishman’s and the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika’s versions of the Basantapur 
affair, and remarks as follows:— 

In attempting to save cows there can be no doubt that the Hindus are 
actuated only by religious motives; but the question is, are their efforts in this 
direction likely to succeed in these days? How many cows can they expect 
to save from the butcher’s hand? Moreover, it is open to their enemies to say, 
‘you Hindus do not like cow-slaughter, but beef is necessary for the Maharani’s 
soldiers, and do you mean to say that Government will put down cow-slaughter 
for your sake’? In the Basantpur affair, the Hindus knew that the cattle 
belonged to the Commissariat, and yet they bargained for their purchase. 
They should not have done so, for it is bargaining of this kind that ultimately 
leads to quarrel. The object which the Gorakshani Sabhas have in view is no 
doubt very sacred, but for two reasons, that object will be never gained. In the 
first place, where will the Sabhas get the money that will be required to purchase 
the cattle they may wish to save? Inthe second place, how will the Hindus 
prevent beef-eaters from slaughtering cattle? It is for this reason that the 
writer advises the Sabhas to conduct themselves with caution. 

In Calcutta the gowalas (Hindu milkmen) sel] cows to butchers every day, 
andin the mufassal many Hindus do the same thing. And this is a practice 
which it will be impossible to put down. This too proves the futility of the 
Sabha’s efforts to prevent cow-slaughter. They cannot, nevertheless, be held 
responsible for the troubles which have happened this year. As for the 
Basantapur affair that will go against the Hindus, for their enemies will 
characterise it as an attempt on their part to put down cow-slaughter by force, 


Fradulent cooly recruitment. 


The Basantapur affair. 
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‘3 version will be believed in England to the prejudice of the Hindus, 
The prmd vee bad, and the Hindus should bear in mind that their attempt to 
buy cows from butchers is liable to misconstruction. They should, therefore, 
conduct themselves with caution and do nothing calculated to embarrass Goy- 
ernment. And they will come to grief if they do not take this advice. a 
55. The Hitavadi of the 28th September does not see whether Mr. Phillips 
Mr. Phillips’ apology to Raja 288 apologised to Raja Suryya Kanta or Raja 
Suryya Kanta. Suryya Kanta has apologised to Mr. Phillips. 
56. The Sudhakar of the 29th September says that it 1s now clear that 
Musalman interests will not be safe under Hindu 
‘aa Civil Service Examination (Qjyilians. In the present degraded condition of 
— the Musalmans, a monopoly by the Hindus of the 
posts generally held by Civilians will render the position of the Musalmans 
even worse and more dangerous than it is at present. It is only natural that 
this should be so, for every man is partial to his own countrymen, and Magis- 
trates are no exception to the rule. In the present strained relations between 
Hindus and Musalmans, neither a Hindu nor a Musalman Magistrate can be 
expected to do his work with strict impartiality. In the present state of the 
country, therefore, English Magistrates, to whom both Hindus and Musalmans 
are alike, ought to be preferred to both Hindu and Musalman Magistrates. In 
the late cow-slaughter riots, the Hindus accused several Musalman police officers 
and a Musalman Deputy Magistrate of the Patna district of partiality. And 
this is sufficient proof that neither Hindu nor Musalman Magistrates will do in 
the present state of the country. With Hindus as District Magistrates, the 
cow-slaughter riots would have been far more serious. 

The following case will also illustrate the ill-feeling which Hindu Magis- 
trates entertain against Muhammadans. 

Kumar Gopendrakrishna Dev is now District Magistrate of Pabna. A 
Christian mehter of Pabna, named Baksu died, and the local missionary asked 
the Magistrate to supply him with some men forthe interment of the deceased. 
The Musalmans are helpless beings, and they are much more so if they are also 
jail convicts, for there is no one to protest against any inhuman treatment of 
jail convicts. And so the Bengali Magistrate lent the missionary the services of 
eight Musalman prisoners for the mehter’s interment. It is said that the 
prisoners at first refused to do the work, but were at last compelled to do it, 
= so repugnant to their religious sense and condemned by their social 
rules. 

What right had the Magistrate to compel Musalman prisoners to do what 
their religion forbids them to do? If there is any law permitting interference 
with the religion of prisoners, the Magistrate might have as well employed 
eight Hindu prisoners to do the work. 

This is a serious matter, and the Musalman community should make a 
strong protest against this action of the Hindu Magistrate. They should also 
bring this matter to the notice of the generous Government. 

An English Magistrate would not have probably done what the Hindu 
Magistrate has done, and if he had at all told off prisoners for the work, he 
would have employed both Hindu and Musalman prisoners. After things like 
these, the writcr must say that the holding of the Civil Service Examination 
in India will not be for the good of the Musalmans. 

07. ‘The same paper of the 29th September has the following :— 

een nea ener en The Hindus, as a rule, keep cows for selfish 
et ag saanachively. usaneand not for religious purposes. No cows except 
those that are suffered to stray at their own will at 

Benares are fed and kept by the Hindus for religious purposes. Some keep 
cows for their milk, others keep bullocks for drawing carts, and others again for 
agricultural purposes. If the Hindus had treated the cow as the Burmese treat 
the white elephant, we should have felt that the Hindus really regarded the 
cow as an object of worship. But how should we say that the cow is an object 
of eee to the Hindus when the Hindu peasants make their bullocks work 
_ the fields under the hottest suns and during the heaviest showers? ‘The 
ryan rishis could, indeed, boast that the few cows they kept were kept for 
religious purposes. But the Hindu peasants, Hindu cartmen and Hindu cow- 
herds of these days do not treat the cow more kindly than the Musalman. 
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The muchis, who are classed as Hindus in the last Census Report, are in the 
habit of poisoning cows. Many muchis also eat the flesh of dead cows. 
We would like to ask, how many cows have been kept and tended by the 
Hindu Babus who are so eloquent in their praise of the cow and who profess 
to regard that animal as an object of worship ? 

The Musalmans know the usefulness of the cow as much as the Hindus. 
Indeed, the cow is even more useful to them than to the Hindus. For, 
besides serving all the uses to which it may be put by the Hindus, the cow 
supplies the Musalmans with a delicious food in the shape of its flesh. Indeed, 
the Musalmans value the cow more than the Hindus, for they prize beef as a 
delicious food, while the Hindus loathe it. 

That the Musalmans, recognising as they do the usefulness of the cow 
more heartily than the Hindus, keep more cows than the latter, will be clear 
if a statement is ope Ree by the Gorakshani Sabhas showing the number of 
cows kept by the Hindus and the Musalmans of Bengal respectively. 

The keeping and the feeding of a few moribund cows within an enclosure 
does not mean much. The Gorakshani Sabhas have no desire to improve the 
breed of cattle. Sriman Swami and his followers are actuated by hostile 
feelings against the Christians and Musalmans, If the destruction of the 
bovine race had been an inevitable result of cow-slaughter, that race would have 
been extinct in India long ago. No cows are slaughtered in Nepal, Cashmere 
and the Hindu States of Rajputna. But what improvement has there been in 
the breed of cattle in those States? And how ios: one may also ask, has the 
breed of cattle degenerated in those States where cows are slaughtered for food ? 
What difference, we would like to ask, is there between the breed of cattle in 
zamindaris in which cows are slaughtered and the breed of cattle in zamindaris 
in which cow-slaughter is forbidden? It is inthe highest degree dishonest and 
hypocritical to mislead common people by raising a false clamour. And this 
is what Sriman Swami and his followers are doing. 

Sriman Swami and others are exciting low class Hindus against the Musal- 
mans by inflammatory speeches. The Gorakshani Sabhas are the prime cause 
of the cow-slaughter riots; and the officials now see what they really are. | 

58. The Banganivasi of the 29th Septemher has the following :— 

Sir Henry Norman’s resignation of the Viceroyalty has caused sorrow 

among the native community. They had thought 
Pw cal oe sresignation that the man the news of whose appointment was 
accep pein received with so much dissatisfaction by the 
autocrats of Simla and by their organs in the press, and who strongly opposed 
Lord Lytton’s foreign policy was sure to prove a well-wisher of the Indians, 
a friend of the weak and the oppressed, and an able administrator. And what 
intensified their hope was the fact that Sir Henry was selected by Lord Ripon. 

And Sir Henry Norman’s resignation has been a specially unhappy circum- 
stance for the people of Bengal. For while there is no certainty as to who will 
be their next Viceroy, it is now more than probable. that Sir Charles Elliott will 
return to his office after the 7 of his leave. And nothing could be a more 
unfortunate event for Bengal than Sir Charles’ return. It was thought that his 
defeat on the jury question had been a sufficient blow toSir Charles’ much valued 
prestige to prevent his showing his face in this country again. But those who 
thought so seem not to have known that Sir Charles’ love for money is far 
sreater than his sense of self-respect. Surely the man who did not feel ashamed 
to ask the East Indian pagers | authorities to carry him on a reduced fare, could 
not be expected to give up, voluntarily, an office like the Lieutenant-Governor- 
5 9 of Bengal. With Sir Charles Elliott back, and a new Viceroy as worthless 
as Lord Lansdowne, Bengal will be in its hey-day, indeed. 

59. The same paper once more urges on the Hindu community the neces- 

. sity of requesting Government to pass a law under 
egulation of Hindu shrines. hich public Hindu shrines and their income and 
expenditure may be brought under the control of committees of Hindu gentle- 
men, and says that this is now the only means of checking vice and extra- 
vagance in the Shebaits, and putting a stop to the waste of temple funds. 
60. The Samay of the 29th September says that now that no first class 
ee man can be had for the Indian Viceroyalty, the 
ay menerane $8: 1006 salary of that office ought to be reduced on the 
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principle that the gentlemen filling that office should be paid aceording to the 


asure of their ability. 

a 61. The same siaaien says that according toa correspondent of the Statesman 
newspaper, cholera is now raging fearfully in 

Cholera in the Faridpur dis- villages within the jurisdiction of the Palang thana 

— of the Faridpur district and that more than 2,500 

people have already fallen victims to the disease. There are only two medical 

men in the thana and they are unable to cope with the outbreak. Will Govern- 

ment look to the matter? 

62. The Sudhakar of the 29th September has the following :— 

The frontier correspondents of It is difficult to understand whether the long 
the Samay and Sanjivani news- letters purporting to be written by frontier corres. 
papers. pondents, which are published every week in the 
Samay and Sanjivani newspapers, are written by one and the same person or by 
different persons. The letters are indeed sent from different places, but there is 
a perfect agreement between them as regards the subject matter. There can be 
no doubt that the writer is a shrewd man, who would kill two birds with one 
stone. Wherever there is contact and conflict between the Englishman and the 
Musalman, he takes the side of the Mussalman, and wherever the Hindu comes 
in contact with the Musalman, he attacks the latter. He is unable to conceal 
his hostility to the Musalman. In the letters of their frontier correspondents 
published in last week’s Samay and Sanjivani, the writer or writers have poured 
abuse on the head of Sardar Hyat Khan, c.8.1., the Home Member of the Cash- 
mere Council. The Sardar’s nephew, Mahmud Khan, has been called ‘‘ a Bhagal- 

uri bull and a companion of the washerman’s donkey.” The new Vizier of 

adak has been praised as ‘“‘an educated and pious yavan.” Such is the 
language used by the correspondent of the Samay. That the writer is a low- 
minded fellow is now perfectly clear. As for the correspondent of the Sanjivani, 
he has gone the length of writing a biography of the Sardar, and his object is to 
make out that the Sardar sahib is ruining Cashmere. We remember vividly the 
brutal oppression that was committed on the Musalmans by the late Maharaja 
Golap Singh and after him by the Maharaja Runbir Singh, the father of the 
present Maharaja. Pathan blood flows in the veins of Sardar Hyat Khan jast 
as Aryan blood flows in the veins of these correspondents. But there is great 
difference between Pathan blood and Aryan blood. The Pathan can never be 
so mean as the writers of these frontier letters. If the Sardar can be blamed for 
being a well-wisher of his co-religionists, how would you characterise the Hindu 
ministers of Musalman States? ‘The correspondent of the Samay has sent his 
last letter from Hazara, and that of the Sanjvani from the Zhob valley, but both 
letters bear the same date, viz., the 10th September. Are they one and the 
same person? ‘lhe Hindu’s high education has been unable to banish from 
his mind his hostility to the Musalman ; and this false friend is gradually reveal- 
ing himself in his true colours. 
63. The Banygavast of the 30th September, referring to the opinion 
Thao Sinilen Viessarelte. expressed by the Daily News newspaper of Eng- 
land, that a first-rate man is not now-a-days required 
for the Indian Viceroyalty, asks, if an inferior man can do, why should he not 
draw less than the present pay of rupees two and-a-half lakhs a year, and adds 
that if the Indian administration can be carried on from England, there is 
no areny whatever of keeping up the form and the show of a Viceroy in this 
country. 


64, The Sanjivant of the 30th September publishes the following telegram 


from h ms bed 7 > €. 
Cholera in the Palong thana of Of 4}, t : Palong thana in the Madaripur subdivision 
the Farid pur district. of the laridpur district :-— , 


‘‘Cholera still continues unabated. Up to date 
more than two thousand five hundred deaths occurred in thana Palong within 


the Chikandi Munsifi. Two medical men sent by Faridpur District Board 


quite insufficient for the purpose. More aid urgently needed. Scarcity is 
believed to be one of the causes of this serious oulteek® ; 4 


65. The same paper says that nothing could be further from the truth 


Mr, Russell on India’s material — the Under- Secretary of State’s statement in 
conditon. arliament that the material condition of the people 


of India is fast improving. There is no denying 
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that the condition of many classes of the Indian people is becoming more 
miserable everyday, and that about fourteen annas of the entire population 
seldom get full meals all the year round, or sufficient clothing to protect them 
from rain and cold. And if this is not poverty, the writer does not know what 
that word means. It is true the life and property of the Indian people have 
become more secure under British rule than they were at any former time, but 
there is no denying that their poverty has increased under that rule. The 
authorities do not admit this, because the admission will compromise England in 
the eyes of the other European Powers, and will deprive her of her excuse for 
milking India. 
66. The Sulabh Dainik of the 2nd October has the following :— 

Not content with imparting religious instruction 
to their pupils and vilifying our gods and goddesses 
in their class rooms, the Christian missionaries have 
on the pretence of preaching the gospel, begun to pour abuse on the Hindu reli- 
gion and Hindu gods in public places like parks, squares, roads and markets. 
They indulge in such abuse by words written as well as spoken within the 
college building as well as outside of it. Their preaching of the gospel means 
abusing the Hiudu and vilification of the Hindu is the object of that preaching. 
What are we then todo? ‘There are indeed colleges not owned by Christian 
missionaries, and there are two which are under native management. But not 
only are there no arrangements for giving religious instruction in these colleges, 
but there is reason to suppose that no respect is shown therein to religion at all. 
Another reason why much preference is not shown for these two native institu- 
tions is that there isa strong desireto be taught by European professors. But 
European professors, whether in missionary or in Government colleges, are sure 
directly or indirectly to have a fling at the Hindu, as is shown by the practice of 
some of the professors of the Presidency College. So, it comes to this that, if 
you must have a European professor, you must be prepared to put up with abuse 
of your religion, while if you would avoid that indignity, you must do without 
the luxury of a European professor. 


It isa sorry plight to which the Hindu now finds himself reduced. The 
Christian missionary was so long content with abusing the Hindu religion and 
converting the Hindu to Christianity by means of preaching. But he has now 
begun to use blows as a means of impressing the truth of Christianity on the 
Hindu mind. And the Hindu student who only reads the Bible and has never 
read his own sastras, who in his eagerness to learn English does not trouble 
himself to ransack the Indian languages for the Koh-i-noors which lie hidden in 
their recesses, and who has lost all touch with his Dharma, society, law and 
morality, at last finds himself treated to blows at the hands of his European 
teachers!! We have done our best to please our Saheb gods, but in vain. 


The Christian missionaries are studying the Hindu sastras, but find therein 
nothing that is good or praiseworthy. A missionary of the Oxford Mission has 
just made a speech in which he maintains that it is from the Bible and the 
English law that the Hindus have learnt to regard suicide as a sin, for their own 
sastras instead of condemning the act have prescribed it in certain cases asa 
penance to be performed by a sinner. 


“Men are stony hearted, and can bear much. Abuse as much as you like 
and we shall bear all. ‘We are destined by Providence to suffer, and suffer we 
shall.” But why have you now begun to undermine ourzanana? You have no 
admission there, and so you have set your women upon the zanana, and are 
thus ruining our beloved homes. Are you not content with harassing us by 
abusing our religion and social observances and making converts even of minors? 
Why are you giving Christian instruction to the inmates of the zanana and 
inducing those weak-minded creatures to leave their homes? We have seen 
what you did in the Burdwan case. What has been the result of the teaching 
given in the girls’ schools under missionary management? The Hindu girls 
taught in these schools only learn a few verses of the Bible, while they are 
perfectly innocent of all knowledge of their own sastras or religious and social 
observances. The education (?) they receive in these schools is neither Hindu nor 
Christian, and only enables them to read trashy dramas and novels, with the 
result that they fail to acquire those virtues of charity, simplicity, fidelity to 
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their husbands and devotion to their elders which so pre-eminently characterise 
Hindu women. 

‘‘Christian missionaries and ladies of the Zanana Mission, all of you 
seem bent upon our ruin. We retire into our zanana after our hard day’s 
work, but what do we see there? The mistress of the house is either reading a 
novel or doing wool work, or is engaged in deep meditation (it may be in sleep) 
with closed eyes. And there is nobody to see that we are perspiring on 
account of our day’s hard labour. As for our boys, they have sahaiil to be Hindu, 
and they eat all sorts of food. Your colleges and zanana missions are bringing 
ruin upon our society and we are crying in despair.” 

67. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 2nd October says that the 

Hindus in the cow-slaughter Basantapur affair gives the lie to the statement 
quarrels. which is made in the Hindu press that the Hindus 
are in no way to blame for the cow-slaughter quarrels. 

68. The Dainik-o-Sumachar Chandrika of the 4th October says that many 

Abolition of asylums for cowsin a8ylums for cows in the North-Western Provinces 
the North-Western Provinces. have been abolished, and sees nothing to wonder at 
in this after the attitude the authorities have taken up towards the Gorakshani 
Sabhas. Who shall say that even householders will not now cease keeping 
cows? 


Urrya PAPErs. 


69. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 30th August advises the Hindus 
eae ee and Musalmans to live together in peace and amity, 
oe for without each other’s co-operation they will 
never prosper as a nation. 
70. The same paper of the 6th September looks upon the settlement of 
ee ee ee a the dispute between the Bengal Government and 
aie “fs s "the Calcutta High Court by the Secretary of State 
for India as vague, and therefore unsatisfactory. 
According to the writer, the Secretary of Stute should have mentioned the 
circumstances under which the Executive would be justified in interfering with 
the work of the Judicial officers. 
71. All the native — of Orissa express regret at the transfer of the 
ice Mien Siiiie, iks uttack Sub-Judge, Babu Balaram Mallik, who had 
Judge of Cuttack. made himself popular here. 


72. The Utkaldipika of the 9th September is sorry to find that the Settle- 
ment and Survey Officers in Orissa do not make 
use of the survey numbers of the past settlement, 
and that plots and fields are not therefore properly identified. This leads, 
according to the writer, to a large number of disputes which would have been 
otherwise avoided. 

73. The same paper thanks the British Indian Association and the 
Bengal Government for an expression of their 
views on the proposed Opium Commission. Opium 
is not as injurious as it has been represented to be, and if the trade in an 
exciseable article requires suppression in India, it is the trade in wine, whic 
does a great deal of injury to the native community. 


The Orissa settlement. 


The Opium Commission. 


Assam Papers. 


74, The following account of Manipur is communicated to the Paridarshak 

| rs for the second fortnight of Aswin “ by a traveller.” 
ume condition of the The readers of the Paridarshak are aware that 
— ae by shedding the blo.d of Mr. Quinton, the late 
Chief Commissioner of Assam, the Manipuris have lost their independence 
which they valued so much, but they have not the least idea of the depths to 
which English officials can degrade themselves for the purpose of taking revenge. 
To whatever cause the effacement of the name of free Manipur from the pages 
of history may be ascribed, whether it was owing to suspicion on the part 
of the English officials or to a decree of Providence, not even the annals of any 
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uncivilised nation, not to speak of any civilised people, can furnish a parallel to 
the oppression that is being committed everywhere on the Manipuris at the 
present time. When Tikendrajit took toflight, the Manipuris left the capital 
with their wives and daughters, and hid themselves in the villages. They 
disfigured their pretty daughters by cutting off their hair. In the meantime, 
the English army occupied the State, and plundered everything they came 
across. But this did not satisfy them. After a few days, it was proclaimed by 
beat of drum in every village that the fugitives might safely come back to their 
homes. Simple hearted as the Manipuris are, they at once obeyed the order, 
and did not see through the crooked motives of the English officials. No 
sooner did they begin to resettle themselves than they were again robbed 
of everything they possessed. Being thus plundered three times 
successively, the Manipuris were completely robbed of everything. Manipur 
was left without money, unmarried girls (pemday4 laichhebi) and horses, 
and all other valuable property was taken away. The reader will be able 
from one or two instances to form, an idea of the rest in his own mind. 
The Tongal Major and the Maharaja Sura Chandra are no longer in this 
world; their two daughters have become the mistresses or concubines of 
two high English officers. A beautiful daughter of a Manipuri who lived near 
the house of the Tongal Major attracted the notice of an English official. He 
was instantly summoned and ordered to make over his girl to the official in 
question. He was an honest man and the girl was his brother’s daughter. He 
could never be persuaded to part with her, and would rather lay down his own 
life than do any such thing. His refusal so greatly offended the official that he 
began to cane the Manipuri, and when even that failed to make him agree to 
part with the girl, he was kept without food. After oppressing him in this 
way for two or three days, the girl was brought before the Sahib, but nothing 
could make her agree to gratify the brutal lust of that officer. When the Sahib 
found himself unable with all his efforts to prevent her crying, he let her go. 
But though she was let go, she could not find re-admission into her family, for 
she had lost her caste. She has been subsequently kept as a mistress by a 
sepoy. ‘Through shame and for fear of social degradation no body likes, nor 
is it in human nature that anybody should like to state publicly how numerous 
have been the cases in which women have thus had to seek the protection of 
sepoys and muleteers. At the present time nobody is allowed to carry an open 
umbrella in Manipur, and a Manipuri must prostrate himself before ever 
Englishman. The effect of all this oppression of the Manipuris is that they are 
leaving their country in crowds for Cachar. Of Cachar we shall speak on a 
subsequent occasion. Here we give only one instance of the extent to which the 
character of Englishmen has suffered deterioration at the present time. There 
isan English Engineer in Manipur. He is neither a judge nor a court. 
Puffed up with vanity, he one day in the course of a conversion raised his hand 
against the Bengali telegraph signaller of the place, and it was only owing to 
the noble efforts of Mr. Porteus that he was obliged to offer an apology to the 
injured man. 

Such is now the state of affairs in Manipur. Readers of the Paridarshak 
have some information as to how the members of the Manipur royal family 
who have been brought to Sylhet are being detained in that place; but consider- 
ing the present condition of Sylhet, it will be no wonder if these persons should 
die of starvation like the late Maharaja Kulachandra. ‘The allowances which 
have been fixed for them are allowances on the scale of servants’ wages, and 
are so small that they hardly suffice for their requirements even in good times. 
Already they have sold off the few utensils they brought with them, and spent 
the ‘money in buying provisions, and are at a loss toknow how they will manage 
during the remaining days. But it does not seem probable that Government 
will direct its attention to this matter. Many other Manipuris have come to this 
place, and it is possible that there may be some budmashes among them, and 
it is unfortunate that there have recently occurred a few cases of dacoity in the 
tea gardens in Cachar, The Baladhun dacoity case is still pending. If it was 
really a case of dacoity, it will be seen that the Manipuris resident in Cachar 
were not implicated in it, and that it was the doimg of some low 
Manipur people. But it sorely grieves us to find that English officials have 
so far blinded themselves that at the mere mention of the Manipuri name they 
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do not even now hesitate to take revenge anywhere and everywhere, and to 
punish one man for another man’s fault. The unglish may be* physically and 
intellectually superior to.all other races, but, as the Christian missionaries say 
when they preach, there tid. dharma which will judge every person. Manipuris 
have lived in Sylhet and Cachar for upwards of a century. They did not 
commit thefts or dacoities so long, and it is really strange that because a few 
Manipuries who are their kinsmen were only yesterday found taking part in 
an unlawful act, the whole people should be. characterised as thieves and 
dacoits. Though they might have committed such acts in the past, it is 
probable that fear prevented them from doing any such thing at the present 
time. Still it seems to be the desire of the officials that the Manipuris should 
be held responsible for all thefts and dacoities in the country. The Manipuris 
do not serve as coolies, and yet orders have been issued for impressing them 
as coolies. A Manipuri mirasdar in Cachar, who was impressed as a cooly, 
expressed himself willing to pay even a -thousand rupees for his exemption. 
He was indeed personally. exempted by the Deputy Commissioner, but was 
ordered to furnish Manipuri coolies. The European tea-planters occupy so 
much land in Cachar. But are they required to furnish coolies, and if they 
are, should they supply European coolies? The harassing of the Manipuris 
by quartering police on the Manipuri villages in Cachar has been duly noticed 
in the Paridarshak. As the Baladhun case is still sub judice, and as that matter 
has some connection with this case, it 1s not proper to make any comments 
thereon at present... aaa | 
75. The same paper a that unlike other Sahibs, Mr. Crombie, the new 
istrict Superintendent of Police, Sylhet, does all 
things himself, and writes out orders with his own 
hand after going over cases very carefully. He 
comes to office every day and goes about from place to place inspecting the con- 
dition of the people. But he is, it is feared, occasionally a little too rigorous. 
He has digmiseed the head-constable of Karimgunj and suspended the head- 
constable of the town police for inability to arrest some feollive offenders. 
These acts no doubt prove that he is actuated by a strong sense of duty, but 
if police officers are suspended and dismissed for offences of this nature, the 
whole lot of them will have to be dismissed the police service. Suspension and 
dismissal for such petty offences are sasibared by police officers to be rather 
hard measures, 


Mr. Crombie, District Superin- 
tendent of Police, Sylhet. 
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